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Using Data, Evidence, Guidance and Stories to Build 
Healthy Communities
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County Health Rankings & Roadmaps is a collaboration between 
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and the University of 
Wisconsin Population Health Institute.
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YOUR FACILITATOR AND PRESENTERS

Justin Rivas
Network Strategist

Joe Hinton
Action Learning Coach

Jessica Solcz
Evidence Analyst

Anne Roubal, PhD 
Population Health Analyst

WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO
Improve Health Outcomes
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WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO
Increase Health Equity
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HOW WE SUPPORT COMMUNITIES 

DATA EVIDENCE GUIDANCE

STORIES
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DATA
Using data to reveal the factors that influence health
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EXPLORE HEALTH RANKINGS

SNAPSHOT
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WEBSITE FEATURES
‣ Snapshot 

– Measures, 95% CIs, State Value, National Benchmark

– Additional Measures

– Trends

– Areas to Explore/Strength

– Race/Ethnicity data

‣ Peer Counties

‣ Spanish Translation

‣ State Reports

‣ I’s

NEW! THE INTERACTIVE MODEL 
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DIGGING DEEPER WITH USE THE DATA WEBPAGE 

KEY TAKEAWAYS

‣ Rankings are a starting point

– To start or broaden conversations about health and equity

– To draw attention to gaps by place and race

– To prompt urgency on the issues influencing health 

– To move those conversations to action

17

18



10

EVIDENCE
Using evidence to choose strategies that work
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NCThis Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

EVIDENCE MATTERS

‣ Smart investments

‣ Inform decisions

‣ Inform innovation

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

WHAT WORKS FOR HEALTH 

‣ Evidence rating

‣ Literature summary

– Who

– What

– Cost

‣ Disparity rating

‣ Implementation examples & tools
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SELECTING A STRATEGY: EVIDENCE PLUS
‣ Does the strategy work in a way that matters to you?
– Evidence ratings + expected beneficial outcomes

‣ Does the strategy make sense locally? 
– Evidence of effectiveness summary
– Populations like yours? Communities like yours? Cost?

‣ How might the strategy affect gaps?
‣ How do you know what it really takes to implement?
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‣ Learn about policies and programs

‣ Inventory current approaches 

‣ Formulate an action strategy

YOU CAN USE WWFH IN MANY WAYS

KEY TAKEAWAYS

‣ Evidence is an important part of decision making

‣ What Works for Health provides information about what works, 
what might work, and what does not work

‣ Connect the evidence with your local culture 
and context
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GUIDANCE
Working together to move data to action for positive change

‣ Step-by-step guidance and tools

‣ 7 Action Steps

‣ Key Activities and suggested 
tools to guide your progress

HOW TO TAKE ACTION: ACTION CENTER

TIP: Bookmark the Action Center 
so you can return to find the right 
resources when you need them.
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‣ Provides guidance around: 
– Why different sectors might care 

about creating healthy 
communities

– What they can do

– How to engage them

WHO TO WORK WITH: PARTNER CENTER

TIP: If you don’t see yourself in any 
of the sectors listed in the Partner 
Center, start with Community 
Members.

‣ Self paced and interactive

‣ Deeper dive using guidance, tools and activities

‣ Can be used by individuals or collaboratively

ACTION LEARNING GUIDES

TIP: Check out the initial guides 
right away, and watch for more 
guides throughout the year!
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‣ Help strengthen community efforts through 
online guidance and virtual learning 
opportunities.

‣ Connect with a coach via the Contact Us form. 

ACTION LEARNING COACHES

TIP: You can find the Contact Us 
button at the bottom of our 
website, no matter where you are 
on the site. 

KEY TAKEAWAYS

‣ The Action Center answers the question: How can we take action? 

‣ The Partner Center answers the question: Who should we work with?

‣ The Action Learning Guides allow for a self paced exploration of the 
topics.

‣ Our coaches can help you connect with any of the 
resources we talked about today.
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STORIES: LEARN FROM OTHERS
Sharing stories ignites possibilities and inspires action

Columbia Gorge Region, OR and WA. 2016

RWJF CULTURE OF HEALTH PRIZE
Honors and elevates U.S. communities that are making great strides 
in their journey toward better health for all.

San Pablo, CA 2017
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1. Defining health in the broadest 
possible terms.

2. Committing to sustainable systems 
changes and policy-oriented long-
term solutions.

3. Creating conditions that give 
everyone a fair and just opportunity 
to reach their best possible health.

4. Harnessing the collective power of 
leaders, partners, and community 
members.

5. Securing and making the most of 
available resources. 

6. Measuring and sharing progress and 
results.

RWJF CULTURE OF HEALTH PRIZE PRINCIPLES

QUESTIONS?
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May 21st @ 3:00 pm EST
Housing Affordability & Health: Community 
development solutions (NW) featuring Chelsea
Culture of Health Prize community 

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

Upcoming and Past CHR&R Webinars: 

http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/learn-from-
others/webinars/all

STAY CONNECTED

Facebook.com/CountyHealthRankings

Follow @CHRankings

Sign up for our e-newsletter
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Please complete the feedback survey 
being sent to you in the chat window 

right now!

THANK YOU!
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